
Questions!  Questions! Questions! 

 

 Last week we saw that corporate psalm-singing is a divine command, Eph 5:18-21.  

Today’s question is what are the different types of Psalms that are found in Scripture?   

It is necessary to distinguish the different types of psalms because knowledge of the 

genre of the literature we are studying enables us to gain a better understanding of the 

text and controls our expectations.  For example, if the text we reading begins with 

“Dear Alice” we immediately know that we are reading a letter.  If the subject of our 

reading begins with “Once upon a time” we are readily aware that we are reading a fairy 

tale that will end with these predictable words “and they lived happily ever after.”   

Generally, there are 7 different types of psalms: hymns; laments; psalms of 

thanksgiving; psalms of confidence; psalms of remembrance; wisdom psalms, and royal 

or kingship psalms.   

 

HYMNS 

 These are songs of praise to God for his wondrous work in creation.  They 

emphasize his greatness in creation, his faithfulness in preserving his creation (his 

providence) and his role as Lord and ruler of history.  They generally follow the pattern 

of exhortation to render praise to God, the reasons for such praise, and further 

exhortations to praise him.  Of particular significance here is their attention upon God as 

the cosmic Author and ruler of the work of his hands.  Among these are psalms 8; 29; 

33; 46-48; 93, 94 – 100; 103; 104; 111; 113-114; 117; and 145-150.  

 For example, Psalm 8 begins with “O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in 

all the earth! You have set your glory above the heavens.”  v. 1, praise to God for his 

creation by which he identifies himself to his creatures. 

Psalm 33 also begins with a command to render praise and thanksgiving to God: “Shout 

for joy in the LORD, O you righteous! Praise befits the upright.  Give thanks to the 

LORD with the lyre; make melody to him with the harp of ten strings!  Sing to him a new 

song; play skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts.”  vv. 1-3.  Then follows the reasons: 

“For the word of the LORD is upright, and all his work is done in faithfulness.  He loves 

righteousness and justice; the earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD.   By the 

word of the LORD the heavens were made, and by the breath of his mouth all their host.  

He gathers the waters of the sea as a heap; he puts the deeps in storehouses……..” vv. 

4-19 

The psalm continues with an additional exhortation to exalt the Lord: “Let all the earth 

fear the LORD; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him!”  v. 8 

 The more popular Psalm 103 commences with a call to praise God for his covenant 

faithfulness to his undeserving people: “Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is 

within me, bless his holy name!  Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his 

benefits,” vv. 1-2.  Verses 3-19 supply multiple reasons that he should be praised – his 



covenant benefits to his people including forgiveness and physical healing, 3; mercy 

and redemption, 4; satisfaction, 5: “who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your 

diseases, who redeems your life from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and 

mercy, who satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's.”  He 

is merciful because he keeps his steadfast love, vv. 8, 11, 17, his hesed, his 

unbreakable covenant loyalty by which he binds himself to his people in an eternal 

relationship.  The psalm ends with a renewed and reinvigorated plea to praise God:  

“Bless the LORD, all his hosts, his ministers, who do his will!  Bless the LORD, all his 

works, in all places of his dominion. Bless the LORD, O my soul!”  vv. 21-22.   

 Lastly, Psalm 93 is also faithful to this pattern: Yahweh is praised for his glory, 

majesty and creation, v. 1 .  The reasons for such praise is that he is the eternal, cosmic 

ruler who establishes order within his creation, vv. 2-5.   
  

  
  

  

  

 

  

 


